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KESO SUPPORT
In

Our role:
KESO support with

Your allocated KESO:

How you can support us:
Share our introduction letter and pamphlet with all Koorie families (this will be emailed to you at the
start of 2025)
Ask your families if they wish for KESO support in SSGs and with IEP development
Invite KESO to the first SSG for IEP development
Share family contact details with your KESO
Allow KESO access to school databases

OUTDOOR SCHOOL

Outdoor School recently had a whole of School Professional Learning provided by Jane Lewis around
anti racism.
One outcome from this PL was to clarify what racism is (for staff and students) and some strategies to
better manage racism.
This then led to the making of the video and sharing it on our website.

Please view the video here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ICgz713S6Xo 

Roger Blackwell

Beechworth Secondary School

Beechworth Secondary College recently conducted an audit of our curriculum across different
faculties to identify where we are already addressing the key cross-curriculum priorities of
country/place, people and culture. This audit has provided valuable insights that will help us strengthen
our integrated approach to these important themes.
We have also gotten our Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) working party off the ground. The group is
examining how we can develop a meaningful Reconciliation Action Plan to guide our college's
reconciliation journey. This represents an exciting step forward in our commitment to reconciliation.
The curriculum audit findings and progress on the RAP are just two examples of how Beechworth
Secondary College is embedding cross-cultural understanding and respect for Indigenous perspectives
across all areas of our school community. We look forward to sharing more updates as this important
work continues.
Jacob Myers, Marrung Lead

 



1965 Freedom Rides (12th February)On February 12, 1965, a group of Sydney University students called
Student Action for Aborigines (SAFA), led by Aboriginal students Charles Perkins and Gary Williams,
began a trip that would change Australian history. Their journey was both inspired by the US Civil Rights
Movement actions in the early 1960s ‘adopting principles of passive (non-violent) resistance laid down
Martin Luther King’, according to Perkins, and designed to expose the racist underbelly of Australian
society in rural NSW. (Taken from the VAEAI Koorie Education Calendar). There is lots of information,
newspaper clips, and videos linked into the VAEAI Koorie Education Calendar to explain the Freedom
Rides and the encounters the students had on the way. 

More links and resources can be found in VAEAI’S Koorie Education Calendar:
https://www.vaeai.org.au/koorie-education-resources/ 

Have you heard of the Cummeragunja Walk Off and the 1965 Freedom Rides? These were pivotal
historical events in Australia that have traditionally been excluded from our curriculum. As teachers, you
are now asked to educate students on these events. But do you actually know about them yourself?

The Cummeragunja Walk Off (4th February)
Cummeragunja lies on the NSW side of Dhungala – the Murray River – on the traditional lands of the
Bangerang and Yorta Yorta peoples. The river is hugely important to the people and has sustained
them for thousands of years. On the 4th February 1939, over 200 residents of the Cummeragunja
Mission walked off the mission station in protest against conditions at the station, and crossed the
Murray River into Victoria, leaving the state of New South Wales. At the time, this was in contravention
of rules set by the New South Wales Aboriginal Protection Board restricting the movement of Aboriginal
people. Many settled in Barmah, Echuca, Shepparton, Mooroopna and Melbourne’s Fitzroy. The
Cummeragunja Walk Off has been described as the first ever mass strike of Aboriginal people in
Australia and brought about changes to the Aborigines Protection Act of NSW. (Taken from the VAEAI
Koorie Education Calendar).

The below website give a brief overview of the Cummeragunja Walk Off - what it is, why it happened,
and the significance of the event. It also includes an NITV video to explain the Walk Off.

https://deadlystory.com/page/culture/history/Cummeragunja_residents_strike_in_protest_of_cruel_t
reatment 

More links and resources can be found in VAEAI’S Koorie Education Calendar:
https://www.vaeai.org.au/koorie-education-resources/ 

SIGNIFICANT DATES
CUMMERAGUNJA WALK OFF AND 1965 FREEDOM RIDES



26 January
AUSTRALIA DAY/SURVIVAL DAY/DAY OF MOURNING

The 26th of January aka Australia Day, Survival Day, Invasion Day, Sovereignty Day and National Day of
Mourning marks an important time for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and for non-
Indigenous Australians alike. For the first Australians the day essentially marks the survival of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people and their cultures. For non-Indigenous Australians it marks the landing
of the First Fleet, a group of eleven ships from Britain that landed on the shores of Botany Bay where the
clash of two cultures and the fight for one land began. The first Day of Mourning was a protest held by
Aboriginal Australians on 26 January 1938, the 150th anniversary of the British colonisation of Australia.
From 1940 until 1955, the National Day of Mourning was held annually on the Sunday before Australia Day
and was known as Aborigines Day. In 1955 Aborigines Day was shifted to the first Sunday in July after it
was decided the day should become not simply a protest day but also a celebration of Aboriginal culture
and survival (Taken from the VAEAI Koorie Education Calendar)

OTHER Significant dates and resources

13 February
NATIONAL APOLOGY ANNIVERSARY

IThe National Apology to Australia's Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People, was delivered by the
then Prime Minister Kevin Rudd on the 13 th of February 2008 and acknowledged in particular, the Stolen
Generations. Each year the National Sorry Day Committee encourages all schools, community groups,
workplaces and individuals to commemorate the anniversary of this important event in Australia's history.
(Taken from VAEAI’S Koorie Education Calendar)

The books listed for Australia Day can also support the teaching of the National Apology. Other books
include:

By Anne Kerr
Tells the story of the arrival of the
First Fleet from the perspective of
First Nations people

By Amy McQuire
Story of an Aboriginal family
making their way back to
Country on Australia Day

By Thomas Mayo
A book about understanding
Australia’s past so we can
have a shared future.

Idea:
Read all three books. Start with Sorry Sorry that tells the story of the First Fleet from the landing, to the
betrayal, and to the eventual apology. Follow by Day Break which gives a contemporary view on the day.
End with Finding Our Heart so that children can consider where to go from here.

By Coral Vass and Dub Leffler
Ages 7+
Tells the story of the Apology
given by Kevin Rudd, while telling
a story from the past

By Kunyi June Anne McInerney
Ages 9+
Kunyi was stolen from her family
at 4 years of age and taken to
live at Oodnadatta Children’s
Home. Chronicles what life was
like through stories and
paintings.

By Trina Saffioti
Year 3 + 
Fictionalised account of an
Aboriginal girl stolen from her family
and taken to live in a children’s
home.

By Carmel Bird
Ages 14-18
Extracts from the Report of the
National Inquiry into the separation
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children from their families



activity idea

For ALL significant dates: 

The VAEAI Koorie Education Calendar includes detailed information about the significance of the dates
listed, ideas for lessons, and links to full online resources.

https://www.vaeai.org.au/koorie-education-resources/

21 March
HARMONY DAY / INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE ELIMINATION OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION

The International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination is observed annually on 21 March. On
that day, in 1960, police opened fire and killed 69 people at a peaceful demonstration in Sharpeville,
South Africa, against the apartheid laws. Proclaiming the day in 1966, the United Nations General
Assembly called on the international community to redouble its efforts to eliminate all forms of racial
discrimination. 

Harmony Day also celebrated on the 21st March centres on the message that Everyone Belongs,
reinforcing the importance of inclusiveness to all Australians. Since 1999, thousands of Harmony Day
events have been held in childcare centres, schools, community groups, churches, businesses and
federal, state and local government agencies across Australia. (Taken from VAEAI’s Koorie Education
Calendar)

By Sarah Jackson
Encourages children to respect different cultures and to ask questions about their
heritage. 
Looks at society’s preconceived ideas about Aboriginality and using skin colour to
determine identity

By Renee Fogorty
'We all brothers and sisters in this life, no matter what colour we are,' says Old
Ned. With words full of knowledge and wisdom,Old Ned teaches that Aboriginal
identity transcends skin colour and that family, community, country, culture and
spirituality is what being Aboriginal is really about. 

RACISM, NO WAY! The Racism, No Way website is anti-racism education for Australian schools. There
are lesson plans and activities for all grade levels, including Learning Intentions and Success Criteria. 
the website has documents to support school planning, including a Planning and Evaluation Guide that
can be used to evaluate how well your school is working toward achieving a racism free environment
and to identify where strategies need to be developed to counter racism. It also includes the Cooling
Classrooms resources designed to empower school students to manage their own conflicts and to
become leaders in conflict management in their schools.
https://racismnoway.com.au/ 

FIRST NATIONS PERSPECTIVE
As Aboriginal people, we are often asked what to do to address racism, particularly after something
happens in the media or at school. We are asked as the people who experience racism and because of
our cultural background. This is a heavy and sensitive topic for many First Nations people. We ask, does
the responsibility for addressing racism lie with the victims of racism? Or is it the responsibility of
everyone to address racism?

We hope that the resources provided in this Newsletter support you in your schools.


